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S e p t e m b e r 8, 1983

M r . J o h n O ' L e a r
236 Grand S t r e e t
W a t e r b u r y , CT 06702

RE: N o r t h End M i d d l e Schoo l
W e s t S i d e M i d d l e S c h o o l

Dear M r . O ' L e a r :
T h i s is in r e spon s e to your qu e s t i on s concerning the a s b e s t o s content

of Monokote® F i r e p r o o f ing used on the r e f e r e n c e d p r o j e c t s .
M o n o k o t e ( T y p e M K - 5 ) i s a c emen t i t i ou s f i r e p r o o f i n g p r o d u c t , manu-

f a c t u r e d by the C o n s t r u c t i o n P r o d u c t s Divi s ion of W. R. Grace & C o . ,
wi thout the a d d i t i o n of any commercial a s b e s t o s .

M b n o k o t e does contain v e r m i c u l i t e , a n a t u r a l l y occurring mineral ,
mined f r o m d e p o s i t s which may have a s b e s t i f o r m t r e m o l i t e containing rock.
E x c e p t for trace amount s , the t r e m o l i t e i s removed in the p r o c e s s i n g of
vermicul i t e . It is thi s proce s s ed vermicu l i t e which is used in M o n o k o t e .

S i n c e the i n t r o d u c t i o n o f M o n o k o t e T y p e MK-5 t o the m a r k e t p l a c e in
1973, we have had the p r o d u c t t e s t e d for a s b e s t o s content a number of
t imes by i n d e p e n d e n t t e s t i n g l a b o r a t o r i e s . A t t a c h e d are c o p i e s o f th e
f o u r most recent analyse s: two c o m p l e t e d by the Environmental S c i e n c e
L a b o r a t o r i e s o f Mt. S i n a i H o s p i t a l and two by A r t h u r D. L i t t l e , I n c . in
Cambridge , Massachus e t t s . Based on all of the se t e s t s , we believe that
Monoko t e Is asbe s to s f r e e .

I have also enc lo s ed i n f o r m a t i o n on F e d e r a l Government r e g u l a t i o n s
pert inent to the spray ing of p r o d u c t s with asbe s to s . Monoko t e , as
ev idenced by the enclosed analyse s i s v i r t u a l l y f r e e o f a s b e s t i f o r m mineral
f i b e r s . Based on the s e r e s u l t s there is no que s t i on that M o n o k o t e is in
c o m p l i a n c e w i t h F e d e r a l E P A R e g u l a t i o n s .

P l e a s e f e e l f r e e to contact me i f you have any que s t i on s c o n c e r n i n g
t h e enc lo s ed i n f o r m a t i o n .

R e g a r d s ,

Robert A. M e r t h e r
M a n a g e r - F i r e P r o t e c t i o n P r o d u c t s
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